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In this issue: Children, Communion & Baptism
Pr Les Ackie
Children, Communion

& Baptism There is an ongoing discussion in many churches regarding whether

unbaptised children should be allowed to participate in the ordinances of
- . the Lord’s Supper. The question is complicated by the fact that the

Disability Etiquette

s Seventh-day Adventist Church Manual states that Adventists hold open

communion. In other words, all who have committed their lives to the

Saviour, regardless of their church affiliation, may participate when

visiting during the celebration of the ordinances.

Events & Notices

Safeguarding Our

Church Policy However, the Church Manual also states that children should be baptised

Statement before taking part in communion. In the absence of a clear biblical

passage that directly addresses the question, it is necessary to examine

Eecg_mmended the biblical principles and inspired commentary that apply to both
eading

baptism and the communion service.

The rationale for requiring baptism before communion is that baptism
symbolises an individual’s confession of sin, recognition of the need for salvation, and public acceptance
of Jesus as Saviour and Lord. Baptised believers become united to the community of faith within the body
of Christ. Paul writes, “For we, though many, are one bread and one body; for we all partake of that one
bread” (1 Corinthians 10:17). It is therefore argued that those who have experienced the saving power of
Christ come together to share communion with the risen Lord. While this reasoning is understandable,
many feel uncomfortable with the idea that children who love Jesus according to their understanding are
somehow excluded from the body of Christ. Ellen White reminds us that “The soul of the little child that
believes in Christ is as precious in His sight as are the angels about His throne” (The Adventist Home,
279).

The Church Manual further counsels that while there is no stated age for baptism, every young child who
expresses a desire to be baptised should be encouraged and instructed toward that goal. Research by
George Barna has shown that many decisions for Christ are made between the
ages of five and thirteen. This supports Ellen White’s observation that early :
childhood is a period when the heart is especially receptive to spiritual WINDOW OF

influence.

o o _ _ _ OPPORTUNITY
When parents dismiss their child’s sincere desire to make a public commitment
to Christ, they make potentially disastrous decisions. It is often observed that »
children denied baptism when young can lose interest in making that
commitment as they move into their teenage years.
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The point is not that baptism itself seals a child's destiny, but that acting
on conviction tends to strengthen commitment, while repeatedly delaying
action can weaken it. Ellen White therefore counsels, “Do not speak of
religion as something that children cannot understand, or act as if they
were not expected to accept Christ in their childhood” (Desire of Ages,
517).

The General Conference Children’s Ministries Department recommends
that, where young children genuinely desire to follow Jesus but are not yet considered ready for
baptism, a Service of Affirmation may be appropriate. Such a service publicly recognises the child’s
commitment and encourages continued spiritual growth toward baptism. It allows the church to
celebrate and nurture the child’s decision without replacing baptism itself.

The recognition of children’s spirituality naturally raises questions about their participation in the
Lord’s Supper. Excluding children can appear to minimise their ability to appreciate spiritual truths.
Ellen White wrote that children of eight, ten, or twelve years are old enough to be addressed regarding
personal religion and, if properly instructed, can understand both their need of salvation and the way of
salvation through Christ. Allowing children to participate in communion should not be presumed to be
lowering the standard. Scripture assumes that participants understand the meaning of the emblems.
Jesus instructed His disciples, “Do this in remembrance of Me” (Luke 22:19), which requires at least
some understanding of His life, death, and saving work.

However, communion should never be treated casually. Parents demonstrate a lack of respect for the
service when they give the consecrated emblems to children merely to keep them occupied. Paul
emphasised the solemnity of communion when he warned against partaking in an unworthy manner (1
Corinthians 11:27-29). His concern, however, was directed primarily toward those who knowingly
persisted in sinful behaviour while participating in the service. Worthy participation does not require
perfection, but it does require sincere confession and devotion to Christ.

Like baptism, the bread and wine possess no saving power in themselves. Rather, they are outward signs
of an inward experience. Participation expresses faith in Jesus and a desire to live for Him. Parents and
church leaders must therefore make thoughtful judgments regarding whether a child possesses
sufficient spiritual and personal maturity to understand that commitment.

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (Mark 10:14). Ellen White also
observed that Christ’s example forbids exclusiveness at the Lord’s Supper and

>1LE|l—
that, beyond cases of open sin, believers should be cautious about judging who (/i»{t@
may participate. VUV '

A strong argument can therefore be made that communion should not function as -
an adult-only experience. Instead, it can be a time when churches make 8(}”10 ()/ue
gracious, non-judgmental provisions that affirm children’s love for Jesus and * MARK 10°14 «
encourage their spiritual development. One practical approach is to allow

children and their families to decide whether participation is appropriate, based

on the child’s commitment to Christ and understanding of the meaning of the service. Such an approach
seeks to preserve the sacredness of communion while recognising that children can possess genuine
faith, spiritual understanding, and a sincere desire to follow Jesus. It respects both the significance of
baptism and the responsibility of families and church leaders to nurture children in their walk with
Christ. 5
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Disability Etiquette

INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE BLIND OR SEE DIFFERENTLY

« Identify yourself and introduce him/her to others who are in the group.

« Offer your arm - don't take his/hers - if he/she needs to be guided.

«» Guide a blind person's hand to a banister to help direct him to a stairway.

« Describe the setting, noting any obstacles.

« If you are giving directions, give specific, non-visual information.

« If you need to leave a person who is blind, let him know.

« Don't touch the person's cane or guide dog. The dog is working.

« If the person has a guide dog, walk on the opposite side of the dog. The same goes for a cane.
« Offer to read written information.

« If you serve food to a person who is blind, let him know where everything is on the plate according to a clock
orientation.

INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE DEAF OR HARD OF HEARING

« When the exchange of information is complex, use an interpreter.

« For simple interaction, writing back and forth is okay. May use computer technology to help.
« Follow the person's cues to find out if she prefers sign language, gesturing, writing or speaking.
« When speaking, do not obscure your face.

« When using an interpreter, look directly at the person who is deaf.

« Talk directly to the person rather than the interpreter.

« Don't decide for the person.

« Before speaking, make sure that you get her attention.

« Rephrase, rather than repeat, sentences.

« When talking, face the person.

« Speak clearly.

= There is no need to shout.

INDIVIDUALS WHO USE WHEELCHAIRS OR HAVE MOBILITY IMPAIRMENTS

« Don't lean over someone in a wheelchair.

« Don't push or touch a person’s wheelchair.

« Keep the ramps and wheelchair-accessible doors to your building unlocked and unblocked.

« When talking to a wheelchair user, sit at his/her level.

« Be sure that signs direct wheelchair users to the most-accessible ways around the facility.

« Don't ask a wheelchair user to hold things for you.

INDIVIDUALS WITH SPEECH IMPAIRMENTS

« Don't interrupt or finish the person's sentences.

« If you have trouble understanding, don't nod. Instead, ask him to repeat.

« Ask him to write information down or to suggest another way of facilitating communication.
« A quiet environment makes communication easier.

« Don't tease or laugh.
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REAL MEN EMBRACING GOD'S PRESENCE
A safe and supportive space where men can share their
thoughts and feelings on the issues that affect them. The Open

Forum encourages honesty, respect, and learning from each
other’s experiences.

OPEN FORUM
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* Reach your full potential in Christ
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FOOD FUN ACTIVITIES GAMES & MUSICAL
STALLS FOR KIDS GIVEAWAYS PERFORMANCES

NTH DAY contact () 07788899256

&) 07859207842

IRISH WOMEN'S MINISTRY RETREAT
24TH - 27TH SEPT 2026
Theme: Rekindling the fire within

Guest Speaker

Guest Speaker

"

iy

Sister Loretta Mabena
Wigan SDA Wigan

Sister Edith Dlamini
Chestergreen SDA Derby

3 Nights 4 Days

Single €480pp
Double €370pn

All meals inclusive from Friday morning

REGISTER EARLY TO SECURE A /
PLACE Limited Rooms

Deposit €150 31st May 2026

Full Payment 21st August 2026

.‘. Registration Link to follow

For more ipformation contact Spar Southknock, New
Sister Lydia +353 87 681 5148 Ross, Co. Wexford,
Sister Anfie ¥353 89 988 9300 Y34 KR62
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12 SEPTEMBER BETANIA CHURCH
2026 DUBLIN

A day of inspiration, unity, worship and fellowship

AHAY'S WOOD

— BETREAT —

3 é l ’l .l4

SELF -CATERING LODGES
ANIMAL  HOTTUB DOG
WALKS LODGES  FRIENDLY LODGES

ACCESSIBLE

WWW.HAYSWOODRETREAT.COM
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COMMITMENT DEVOTIONAL BIBLE STUDY WORD ENCOUNTER YOUTH KEYNOTE
SPEAKER SPEAKER SPEAKER SPEAKER SPEAKER

PR JOHN DR MARLEENA DR LASZLO DR DANIEL K. DR LAURENT S.
BRADSHAW DEBROUGH GALLUSZ BEDIAKO GROSVENOR
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® BOOK YOUR TIGKETS NOW!
@ 26-29 ‘ " WWW.CAMPMEETING.ORG.UK

For further information visit our website or write to us at
campmeeting@secadventist.org.uk

My Children
mal?’e Going Higher
They are Unstoppable

® ©®© 00006

gh troops and leap over walls

th  They run throu
They are above only and not benea ey (Psalm 18:29)

(Deuteronomy 28:13)

IDATE: SAT.TTH JULY 2026

TIME: 9:30AM
: } . 2 FUTURE ACADEMIES WATFORD
5% HORSESHOE LANE, WATFORD, WD25 7HW

SISTER TOYIN DARE PASTORAYODEJI ___DR. GLORIA For Enquiries Contact:
?;"!,2;"';,,’,‘35 ADESINA  MOSHA-ONCHIRI TOYIN DARE AWORINDE ® +447533793253
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Joint SEC & NEC Event

Look, 9am aboulta.do J‘amc[/;inﬂ new; even now it is coming. Q}yau not
see it2 Indeed, Iwill makea way in the wilderness, rivers in the desert
Isaiah 43: 19

Date:
Friday 18th September to Sunday 20th September 2026

Venue:
Staverton Park Hotel and Golf Club,
Daventry Road, Daventry, Northamptonshire NN11 6JT

Tel: 01327 220676

Theme:
From Conflict to Connection

For bookings, please telephone Sharon Mattis on 01923 232728,
extension 533, or email: smattis@secadventist.org.uk, and a
booking form will be emailed to you to complete.

Alternatively, you can simply scan the QR code and book
electronically.

/.

Dr‘ Les ahd Pastor John and Dr Rio and
Irma Ackie (BUC) Delivon Francis (NEC) Maybelle Espulgar (SEC)

; Transformed by
(S Christ to Excel
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SEy DB stsoor
S35, CoLLEGE

Newbold College 25th Anniversary

j e
PRAYER MEETING FO SINGLE ADVENTISTS
THURSDAYS 8PM UK TIME / 3PM EST
ROOM IS OPEN HRS A DAY TO PRAY
ZOOM ID: 846 3079 9939 PASSCODE: Pra

10


https://www.newbold.ac.uk/125years/
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aszf a j[ ag[

f Les Ackie @lesackie

Follow for brief reflections on healthy relational principles, in the areas of communication, conflict
resolution and emotional wellbeing from a biblical perspective.

Facing Difficult
times or issues,
Need to taIk’

The first step is the hardest.
Call the NEC Counselling

0330 133 2495 Service Today!

Dedicated listening line

0207723 8050 07539 211442

i am not |IV|ﬂg Office Number/Appmntment % :

. b ‘ ease contact
| am JUSt SUrviving. (I))tér c& o_rdnnatorh

e Kyriacou who
Together we can make il G YO
it happen needs and
( s not assign you to
a counsellor

for support.

Transformed by North England Conterence of Seventh-day Adventists.

ﬁ&» Christ to Excel 22 Zuia Road, Nottingham, Notts - NG3 5DB
otiee 144 (0) 115960 6312 mobic 144 (0] 7918618606
amat family@necadventist.onguk

www.necadventist.org.uk

11
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STRONG

MISSION

Adventist’
‘L Family Ministries
2026 RESOURCE BOOK

"FAMILY, FAITH,
WAND FOCUSINA
DIGITAL WORLD

WILLIE AND ELAINE OLIVER

Family Ministries Resource Book 2026

12


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/a4kdabdrqeh1pijckqanx/AE0fmtepSCJcfcmOzQNwl88?rlkey=pa8jgp3r69s41nrzsqgmnzjg8&st=47ham7cu&dl=0
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Al

/’ 7

Famlly Llfe

e Smart Tools
e Strong Families
e Spirit-Led Ministry ~

Craige Young

DISCUVER HUW AI CAN E"PUWER YOUR Educator & Ai Trainer
HOME, YOUR GOALS & YOUR MINISTRY Published Author

Ministry Leader
@ LEARN THE @
BASICS OF Al
@ Al FOR PERSONAL @
& FAMILY GROWTH

For your family. For your ministry team. For your curiosity.
Let's grow together in wisdom, safety, and purpose.

Al FOR MINISTRY
LEADERS

Al SAFETY
FOR FAMILIES

Presentations that Empower Families for a Digital Future

Contact:

@.craigeyoung.eo.uk@ info@craigeyoung.co.uk @)07866437262

13
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The Seventh-day Adventist Church
values every human being as part
of God's creation. We are
committed to safeguarding all
Promoting a Safer children and adults at risk who take

Seventh-day e
Adventist Church part LN OUr services and activities.

afeguarding

Policy Statement

The Seventh-day Adventist Church commits to:

* Promote a safe environment for * Work collaboratively with
children and adults at risk of harm safeguarding agencies
* Respond promptly to every * Follow legislation, statutory
safeguarding concern or allegation guidance and recognised best
practice in order to protect the
* Provide compassionate care and vulnerable

support for survivors of abuse
* Implement, maintain and regularly
* Ensure that those working with review the procedures outlined in
children and adults at risk are our safeguarding policy

trained and supported /

» Raise awareness of safeguarding ‘/?/\
responsibilities throughout all Seventh-day
church programming and provisions Adventist Church

Safeguarding is Everybody’s Responsibility

Click here to download safeguarding posters for your local church

14


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/i099aimo5nz3pdo2ipe8m/AGy_VudhcSu0RyO8EjX7maQ?rlkey=jnpkppd8heaq9hzm8kmpmtj03&st=vb5g36rk&dl=0
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Useful Links Recommended Reading

Stephen Guise

AdventSource Mini Habits: Smaller Habits, Bigger Results.
Stephen Guise presents a strategy of using 'mini
habits' to overcome your brain’s natural

resistance so you can easily add healthy habits to

Adventist Possibility Ministries

Adventist Single Adult

Ministries (ASAM) Wini HaDItS tran§form your .life. A mini h.abit is a very small
- e s y@rsion of a positive new habit you want to form.
Adventist Special Needs The Mini Habits system works because it's how
Association (ASNA) e our brains are designed to change.

BUC Family Ministries

In Transforming Children into Spiritual .o chusen o
Champions, George Barna states that churches SPIR'TUAL

BUC Safeguarding ) .
must equip parents to enable them to rear their

Care for the Family children to be true disciples of Jesus rather than GHAMPIUNS
‘ S just church members. No one can deny that our ===
GC Children’s Ministries culture is opposed to Christian values, and the 2 ® 2@

influences bombarding our children’s moral
development can be deadly. It’s therefore time
In Discipleship to wage a spiritual war to develop children into
spiritual champions!

GC Family Ministries

GEORGE BARNA

Prepare Enrich

A Place of Healing. In this eloquent account of
her current struggle with physical pain, Joni
Eareckson Tada offers her perspective on divine
healing, God’s purposes, and what it means to
live with joy. Over four decades ago, a diving
accident left Joni a quadriplegic. Today, she
faces a new battle: unrelenting pain. The
ongoing urgency of this season in her life has
caused Joni to return to foundational questions
about suffering and God’s will.

TED Children's Ministries

TED Family Ministries

TED Possiblity Ministries

Through the Roof (Disability
outreach)

Women's Aid

JONI' EARECKSON TADA

BUC Family, Children, Possibility Ministries & Safeguarding

Pr Les Ackie Kathleen Hanson
Director: Admin Assistant:
01923 665547 01923 665546

lackie@adventist.uk

khanson®adventist.uk

Postal Address: Seventh-day Adventist Church
Headquarters Stanborough Park, Watford WD25 1PZ

BUC Website: adventist.uk

15
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